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What’s Happening: 

Thursday, September 15th 

 Welcome Back BBQ 

 Grad Ring Order 

Thursday, September 22 

 Terry Fox Day 

Friday,  September 23 

 No School 

Thursday, September 29 

 Orange Shirt Day 

Friday, September 30 

 No School—National 

Day for Truth and Rec-

onciliation 

 

Dear BGS Families, 

September 2022 

Welcome back to students and their parents and a special welcome to the Kindergarten students 

and their families as they become part of our Bowden Grandview School family. September is such 

an exciting time of year as students in all grades eagerly return to school. They may not admit it, but 

we know they missed us. ;-) 

There are a few new adult faces in our school this year and I would like to officially welcome them 

to our Bowden Grandview School team. Mrs. Alexa Sackela-Geiger has joined the BGS team as the 

new PE teacher and Athletic Director, Mrs. Katie Damgaard as our new High School Math/Sciences 

teacher, Mrs. Jen Anderson as our new Kindergarten teacher, Miss Amy Severtson as our new grade 

7 homeroom teacher and also in grade 5, and Mrs. Colleen Hoffos and Mrs. Lori Tinnion who are 

joining us as Educational Assistants. 

Parent-School communication is the cornerstone to student success. You are encouraged to contact 

your child’s teacher, Mrs. Weststrate, or me at any time throughout the year to discuss his or her 

progress. If ever a question or concern should arise please do not hesitate to contact us. Parents 

know their children better than anyone and any information that you believe would help us in de-

signing a program for your child’s success would be greatly appreciated.  

To provide you with as much information as possible please expect a school newsletter home at the 

beginning of each week. You might also want to check the BGS website 

(www.bowdengrandview.ca) often for up-to-date information. We are also on Facebook and 

Twitter so please look us up. 

Parent School Council is open for all parents who wish to participate. I would like to encourage all 

interested parents to join us for a short meeting once a month to discuss a wide variety of subjects 

and events at BGS. Parental involvement and input is very important in maintaining a healthy, pro-

gressive school culture and the School Council is one way we can achieve this. The parent perspec-

tive is valued and necessary so please consider joining us for our first Parent School Council meeting 

on Tuesday, September 20 at 12:00 pm. The meetings are held online in a Google Meet format in 

order to respect parents’ time as well as to make it as easy as possible for parents to attend. Please 

contact Alahna at bgscouncil@gmail.com to sign up. 

We sincerely wish everyone a wonderful school year and look forward to working with all of you to 

ensure the best possible educational experience for your children. 

Mr. Jeff Thompson  Mrs. Dawn Weststrate 

Principal   Vice-Principal  



 

Choir 

Students who love to sing are invited to join our 
in-school Choir program.  We practice on 

Tuesdays during period 10.  It is available for 
students in Grades 4,5, and 6.  Our choir sings 

at special events and music festivals.  Lots of fun! 
 



 

 

 

Did you know that BGS has a new facebook account run by our 
very own Paige Harvey?  To stay up to date on what's going on 

at BSG follow Bowden Grandview School (the account that 
shows the horse mascot!)  

TUESDAY, September 6th - Say “Howdy” to new and old friends - wear cowboy 
gear 

 
WEDNESDAY, September 7th - “Wednesday Winners” What was the first 
sport you played/liked? Wear a jersey, shirt, uniform 

 
THURSDAY, September 8th - Say ALOHA by giving someone a high five - wear 
Hawaiian Style 

 
FRIDAY, September 9th - Wear your favorite colour day 





   

Division News 

… for parents and guardians 

 

September 2022 

 

Students, staff and families across Chinook’s Edge 
are coming together with a sense of optimism for the 
year that awaits us, and I extend a warm welcome 
on behalf our Board of Education and Central Office 
Leadership Team. 
 
We are so excited to welcome our students and staff 
back to school! Our schools share a focus on key 
divisional goals: Academic Excellence, Social Emo-
tional Well-being and Career Connections. We be-
lieve this strong foundation will allow our students to 
achieve higher levels of success throughout their 
lifetime. Our schools are filled with enthusiasm as 
this year gets underway.  

Our staff have worked hard to ensure a clear path 
ahead for our students, including a focused collabora-
tion to support the new K-3 curriculum (more infor-
mation below). We work to build welcoming school cul-
tures and believe each day is filled with learning op-
portunities for every student in our care, which is why 
we are launching our Attendance Matters initiative.  

 
We are excited to welcome our students and staff back 
to school and wish everyone a tremendous year 
ahead! 

 
 

Superintendent Kurt Sacher 
 

Welcome letter from The Honourable Adriana LaGrange, Minister of Education: click here 

Ready to go with new provincial curriculum 
 

Twenty-five Kindergarten to Grade 3 teachers from 
schools across the division worked in grade teams 
to collaboratively create resources to support imple-
mentation of the K-3 curriculum. They found that, 
while there are some new or refreshed initiatives, 
the curriculum has clear connections to the three 
division goals in Chinook’s Edge: 

 

Academic Excellence  
Social Emotional Well-being  

Career Connections 

 

 

Believing in every student - A message from the Superintendent  

https://www.cesd73.ca/download/388689
https://www.cesd73.ca/parents/attendance-matters
https://www.cesd73.ca/download/397273
https://www.cesd73.ca/download/397244


 

 
  

Make Someone SMILE on September 22nd with a cookie from Tim Hor-
tons. 

 
Pre-order your Smile Cookies today!  Each cookie costs  $1 
dollar. Cookie sales start on Wednesday, September 14th  
until Tuesday, September 20th. 
 
  

You can purchase the cookies in front of the Grade 6 room for 
yourself or buy one for a friend.  Fill out the name and Grade 
you wish to give the SMILE COOKIE to. 
 
The Grade 6 class will hand them out on Thursday, Septem-
ber 22nd. 
 

Proceeds go to:   Bowden Grandview School 

      Smile….pass it on!! 
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Tipi Teachings 

Bowden Grandview School had a beautiful 

afternoon Tuesday gaining knowledge from 

Dean Johnson from Treaty 4 and Kimberly 

Moccasin from Treaty 6.  Staff took in the 

teachings of the tipi with Dean, while Kim-

berly led groups in the creation of deli-

cious bannock.  A great way to start the year 

of - growing, learning and understanding one 

another.   



 

Bowden Grandview School Council 2022-2023 
 
The School Council at BGS is a group of parents, administrators, the Town 
of Bowden, our Ward 5 School Board Trustee and other community stake-
holders that meet monthly to discuss ideas related to the school. It provides 
a forum to discuss concerns, celebrate successes, and plan for the future. 
The School Council through The Friends of Grandview (FOG) also fundrais-
ers for a number of enrichment programs. 
This may include: 
 Playground Development   Teacher Appreciation Events       Fine Arts Per-
formances               Advanced Technology Purchases For The Class-
rooms      Music program    Life Skills Program    Breakfast Program    Sup-
port for Grads 
The School Council is committed to offering a number of ways to get in-
volved. Being a parent volunteer is one more way to stay connected and in-
volved in your child’s educational experience. The activities you choose to 
undertake do not have to be overly time-consuming.  We welcome new 
members and volunteers to come out to our council. You can make a differ-
ence!   
We are meeting through Google Meets at 12:00pm on the following dates 
this year:  
September 20, October 18, November 15, December 20, January 24, 
February 28, March 14, April 18, May 16, June 20. All meetings begin at 
noon. 
Please contact us at bgscouncil@gmail.com to be sent a link. We look for-
ward to having you. 

  
 

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=bgscouncil@gmail.com
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Literacy Corner 
Back to school means a plethora of beautiful back to school books!   We can’t wait to 

share even more literacy with joy this year. Check out some of these books today!   
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Indigenous Education 
 
Tipis and Telescopes 202 
 
Coming all the way from Manitoba, Cree Knowledge Keeper 
Wilfred Buck has brought Tipis and Telescopes! Everyone is invit-
ed to come for a weekend of star stories, ceremony, Indigenous 
science and community. 
 
Listen to star stories while gazing at the Milky Way under the 
dark of a new moon, from Indigenous Knowledge Keepers and 
NASA scientists. Each evening will begin with a Blackfoot, Ston-
ey, Dene, or Cree sweat, open to all, protocols apply. Check out 
the sun, stars and cosmos through a variety of telescopes (guests 
are welcome to bring their telescopes too), and through a porta-
ble planetarium. Alongside the stars, learn Indigenous traditions, 
protocols, art and stories in any of the tipis during the day. 
 
Visitors will be able to get a sneak peak of Blackfoot Skies: Ma-
koiyosokoi, in one of the portable planetariums on-site 

 

Details: 

 Dates: September 23, 24 & 25 

 Location: The Biogeoscience Institute: Barrier Lake Field 
Station in Kananaskis Country, Alberta 

 Cost: FREE, but registration is required 

https://www.sparkscience.ca/blackfootskies
https://www.sparkscience.ca/blackfootskies

